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This edition of Smart Home World brings together the ideas, technologies, 
and design thinking shaping the next chapter of connected living. Our 
Cover Story explores how AI-powered homes are evolving beyond preset 
schedules to become intuitive, responsive environments that is guided 
by insights from global experts and grounded in the realities of modern 
residential living.

The Feature Story turns the spotlight on architectural speakers, examining 
how in-wall, in-ceiling, ultra-slim on-wall, and standalone solutions 
are redefining the way sound integrates with interiors. From design 
flexibility to immersive performance, we share the latest innovations 
and information from global brands. 

In Case Studies, we have two award-winning projects. RR Cinema, 
co-designed by homeowner Abhishek Arya with cinema integration 
by MCBEE, showcases excellence in bespoke home cinema design, 
recognised across multiple categories at the CEDIA Awards. We also 
feature La Solitaire, the LIT Lighting Design Award–London winner, where 
intelligent lighting and automation elevate the luxury retail experience 
with precision and elegance.

Our First Look takes you to Audio Houzz’s newly unveiled flagship 
experience centre in Lower Parel, Mumbai, which is a `must-visit’ 
destination that reflects the growing demand for experiential, 
performance-led AV space and more. Through insightful interviews, 
industry leaders Rhythm Arora of Qubix Technologies and Anuj Dhir of 
Wipro Consumer Care & Lighting share perspectives on systems-driven 
integration, human-centric lighting, and innovation-led growth.

We also preview Integrated Systems Europe (ISE) 2026, offering a glimpse 
of the forthcoming Expo. Rounding off the issue are Product Previews 
and News, featuring intelligent locks, scalable automation platforms, 
and the latest developments across smart lighting and connected living.

As we step into the New Year, we look forward to continued innovation, 
meaningful collaborations, and spaces that truly enhance the way we 
live.

From the entire team, Happy New Year!
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AI-Powered Homes: The New Era of 
Predictive, Context-Aware Living
Understanding AI-powered homes, this article explores insights from two 

international experts, who shed light on the future of smart living, focusing on 

interoperability standards and the seamless integration of intelligent systems 

that make homes truly adaptive and responsive.

In a world where AI curates our content and 
predicts our routes, it was only a matter of 
time before it became an essential part of 
our homes. Home automation has entered 
its most transformative phase, where, from 
app-controlled lighting and voice-activated 
appliances to AI-powered environments 
that learn from their occupants, anticipate 

needs, and respond intelligently to both 
human behavior and architectural context. 
For technology enthusiasts and design 
professionals alike, this signals a decisive 
shift: homes are no longer static shells fitted 
with smart gadgets, but adaptive, intelligent 
systems seamlessly woven into the built 
environment itself.

COVER STORY
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An AI-driven home goes far beyond preset 
schedules, dynamically responding to real-
life patterns of use. Thermal zoning adjusts 
automatically based on actual occupancy 
rather than fixed timelines, while lighting 
systems learn and adapt to preferred colour 
temperatures for work, leisure, or rest. 

At the same time, energy consumption is 
intelligently analysed to predict peak usage 
and optimise electrical loads in advance. 

This shift from rule-based automation to 
learning-driven adaptation is particularly 
compelling for tech enthusiasts, as it signals 
AI’s evolution from reactive control to true 
anticipatory intelligence, a defining trait of 
next-generation computing systems.

Understanding AI-Powered Homes for 
Professionals

For architects and designers, AI-powered 
homes introduce an entirely new design 
dimension where the context-aware space 
responds intuitively to human presence 
and environmental conditions. Automation 
is no longer a layer added post-design; it is 
embedded into spatial planning, material 
selection, and the very logic of how a home 
functions. These intelligent systems read who is 
in a space and for how long, interpret activities 
such as working, entertaining, relaxing, or 
sleeping, and respond to environmental 
factors including natural light, acoustics, air 
quality, and external climate.

As a result, spaces become fluid rather than 
fixed. A living room can transition effortlessly 
from a daylight-filled social zone to a 
subdued, immersive entertainment setting, 
while bedrooms dynamically adjust lighting 
spectra to support healthy circadian rhythms. 
Architecture, in this context, becomes 

dynamic, capable of transforming through 
intelligence rather than physical modification.
The rise of AI-powered homes is also reshaping 
collaboration between architects, interior 
designers, and technology integrators. Design 
decisions now account for discreet sensor 
placement, acoustic optimisation for voice 
and sound recognition, material choices that 
enhance thermal and lighting intelligence, 
and spatial layouts designed for zoning and 
personalised experiences. This convergence 
fosters a holistic approach in which technology 
quietly amplifies design intent instead of 
disrupting it. Minimalist interiors, in particular, 
benefit from hidden automation and AI-
driven scenes that preserve visual clarity 
while delivering high-performance living 
environments.

SMART HOME WORLD | DECEMBER 2025 | 13



Smart Home World speaks with two international experts to explore the future of 
AI-powered homes, delving into interoperability standards and the opportunities 
that lie ahead. 

How will interoperability standards like 
Matter accelerate AI-powered, context-
aware home automation?

The current conversation around smart home 
and AI use cases is rapidly evolving, shaped 
by consumer demand, the prevalence of 
sensors in the home, and the growing impact 
of generative AI solutions by major tech 
platforms. AI can mediate between devices 
across different brands, learning how to create 
unified routines despite protocol differences. 

In order for this to happen, these devices need 
to be able to communicate with each other 
and share data seamlessly. This is where Matter 
comes in. It provides a common language 
across devices, to make it easier for a complete 
picture of the home — across energy usage, 
sensors, apps, appliances, media devices, 
lighting, door locks, controllers, and more. 
With Matter adoption expanding, smart 
homes are now more cross-compatible and AI 
is gaining a powerful superset of data that can 
be used to make smarter, predictive and more 
personalized experiences a reality. 

What role will AI play in enabling devices 
from different brands to work together 
intelligently?

AI-driven ambient experiences and voice 
control in smart homes are advancing, 

especially following a number of major 
initiatives in 2025 from Google with Gemini 
Home, Amazon with Alexa Plus, Samsung AI 
Home, and Apple Intelligence. These efforts 
have put a big spotlight on the potential of AI 
in people’s homes, elevating the priority to get 
the foundational elements needed for these 
models to learn right. 

At a basic level, smart devices first need to 
be powered on, connected, able to interact 
meaningfully, and work reliably together. 
Matter plays a key foundational role by 
enabling devices to communicate and 
understand each other. This data is then able 
to be used and trained on by the language 
models to help move the smart home beyond 
simple, rule-based actions to more intelligent 
and automatic experiences operating in the 
background. 

Where do you see the biggest opportunities 
for AI in residential spaces over the next 3–5 
years?

We are just at the beginning when it comes 
to the impact that AI can have, not just on 
residential spaces, but multi-family as well. 
The models still need to be trained, so we’ll 
see simple use cases to start, which can still 
have a powerful impact on how people live 
and interact with their home. As more devices 
come to market with Matter, and as these 
models learn and adapt, AI will be layered into 
every smart home controller, ecosystem, utility, 
or property management system, allowing it 
to do things like:

Automate energy consumption, adapting to 
the individual’s needs from an efficiency or 
cost savings standpoint, or those of the energy 
grid.

Make more intelligent decisions based on 
sensor-driven points through the home, such 
as occupancy, movement, and usage patterns, 
making life simpler, safer, and more efficient – 
which could have a big impact on health and 
aging in place. This will enable a powerful new 

Tobin Richardson
Connectivity Standards Alliance 

President and CEO  
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How will Z-Wave technology accelerate AI-
powered, context-aware home automation?

AI-powered home automation only works 
when devices can reliably discover each other, 
share context, communicate effectively, and 
behave consistently across brands. This is one 
area where Z-Wave technology has already 
demonstrated real-world success for the past 
20 years. In homes with dozens of connected 
devices, AI depends on standardized 
communication, clear device identification 
and enrollment, as well as dependable 
interoperability in order to properly recognize 
patterns, apply rules and continuously 
optimize behavior. 

Z-Wave’s mature ecosystem of certified 
products enables a diverse range of devices to 
connect seamlessly, permitting AI to operate 
at the application layer rather than being 

layer of smart notifications too. 
Anticipate problems and schedule 
maintenance to ensure small issues don’t turn 
into big ones and that products can last longer 
in the home, creating less e-waste.

Allow multi-family building owners and 
managers to more smartly deploy and manage 
smart devices and energy management 
across hundreds of units, while creating new 
value adds to residents.

Internet service providers will be able to more 
intelligently manage hundreds of devices 

bogged down by integration challenges. 
When devices work harmoniously together, AI 
can focus on higher-value tasks like learning 
occupancy patterns, optimizing energy usage, 
and coordinating responses across lighting, 
climate, smart plugs, and so much more. This 
foundation is what makes scalable context-
aware automation possible. 

What role will AI play in enabling devices 
from different brands to work together 
intelligently?

AI has the potential to provide an intelligence 
layer that begins to turn interoperability into 
coordinated action. For example, by using 
machine learning to map inconsistent device 
labels in shared frameworks, AI could lead 
to products from different manufacturers to 
“speak the same language” and collaborate in 
more meaningful ways than they already do. 

Perhaps most notably, AI enables devices to 
begin sharing a critical piece of information: 
context. By allowing occupancy data from 
lighting sensors (for example) to inform HVAC 
behavior or help smart plugs determine which 
devices truly need power, coordinated actions 
across these systems can compound efficiency 
gains. Over time, these micro interventions 
have a measurable impact. 

Furthermore, the integration of conversational 
AI interfaces can make these interactions more 
transparent. Users can ask why something 
within their home happened, receive a clear 
explanation, and, importantly, override the 

on a homeowner’s network, adapting to 
bandwidth needs and usage patterns, and 
ensuring the most critical devices are always 
working. Looking ahead to 2026 and beyond, 
the priority for companies remains ensuring 
strong performance on the fundamentals—
such as device quality, reliable connections, 
low latency, and support for many devices on 
a network—because advanced AI experiences 
will depend heavily on these core capabilities. 
The Alliance and our members will be active 
participants in this effort, as it will take 
continued hard work to ensure the potential 
of AI in smart homes and buildings is realized. 

Avi Rosenthal
Chairman of the Board, Z-Wave Alliance & 

Managing Partner, BlueConnect Partners
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behavior when needed. This transparency can 
help build trust, further establishing multi-
brand or multi-protocol automation as helpful 
and supportive, rather than being intrusive or 
complicated. 

Where do you see the biggest opportunities 
for AI in residential spaces over the next 3–5 
years?

One of the most significant opportunities 
is predictive energy management that 
delivers measurable efficiency gains without 
sacrificing comfort. Intelligent automation has 
already been shown to reduce device power 
draw by 25% or more, simply by eliminating 
wasted energy from everyday appliances 
like TVs, printers, and coffee makers. In HVAC 
systems, data-driven control using variables 
such as occupancy, weather, and humidity 
has demonstrated efficiency improvements of 

In conclusion, we would say, in the Indian 
context, how these technologies will ultimately 
be received remains to be seen. While there 
is growing interest in smart and AI-led living 
among urban and premium homebuyers, 
factors such as price sensitivity, digital literacy, 
reliability of infrastructure, and cultural 

around 16% compared to traditional rule-based 
approaches, all with no noticeable impact on 
comfort.

Looking ahead, AI will increasingly anticipate 
needs rather than react to them. Homes will 
pre-adjust based on weather forecasts, historic 
occupancy patterns, and user preferences 
such as pre-cooling ahead of a heat wave to 
avoid peak demand. Reinforcement learning 
will continuously refine these behaviors based 
on how residents interact with their homes.
Equally important is the shift toward local, 
privacy-preserving AI that remains responsive 
even when cloud connectivity is unavailable. 
As homes become more intelligent and 
interoperable, they will also become active 
participants in a more resilient energy 
ecosystem, further supporting grid stability, 
renewable integration, and sustainability 
goals. 

attitudes towards privacy and automation will 
play a decisive role. The success of AI-powered 
homes in India will therefore depend not just 
on technological advancement, but on how 
well these solutions are localised, simplified, 
and aligned with the everyday realities of 
Indian households.
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The Art of Hidden Audio: How Architectural 
Speakers Are Shaping Modern Luxury
As luxury interiors grow cleaner, calmer, and more design-driven, audio 

technology is undergoing a quiet transformation. Today’s homeowners no longer 

want speakers to be seen- they want them to be felt. From in-wall and in-ceiling 

systems to fully invisible and sculptural audio solutions, architectural speakers 

and hidden AV design are redefining how sound integrates into contemporary 
spaces.

In this feature, Smart Home World explores 
the technologies, design philosophies, and 
product innovations from leading global 
brands that are shaping the future of invisible 
sound in modern homes.

Architectural speakers, whether in-wall, 
in-ceiling, ultra-slim on-wall models or 
sleek standalone speakers, are designed 
to seamlessly blend into the overall decor. 
These speakers are especially designed with 
a clean, minimalist aesthetic while delivering 

immersive sound experiences, making them 
ideal for open-plan living areas, home theatres, 
or multi-purpose spaces. 

Design Considerations for Seamless 
Integration

Integrating hidden AV systems requires close 
collaboration between architects, interior 
designers, and audio specialists. Factors such 
as wall composition, ceiling height, room 
acoustics, and furniture placement influence 

FEATURE STORY
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speaker performance. Modern systems 
often come with sophisticated Digital Signal 
Processing (DSP) to fine-tune audio delivery, 
ensuring uniform sound coverage even when 
speakers are discreetly embedded.

For luxurious homes and villas, bespoke 
solutions allow for perfect integration, whether 
the goal is a minimalist, contemporary look or 
a classic, ornate space.

The Rise of Multi-Room and Smart Integration
Hidden speakers are increasingly part of holistic 

smart home ecosystems. Multi-room audio 
systems, integrated with home automation, 
allow users to control music, adjust volume, 
or change audio sources from smartphones, 
tablets, or voice assistants. Architectural 
speakers can also work in tandem with 
ambient lighting, climate control, and even 
home theatre systems to create immersive, 
responsive environments.

This convergence of design and technology 
represents a shift in how homeowners 
experience sound.

18 | SMART HOME WORLD |  DECEMBER 2025

Smart Home World speaks to prominent brand heads to explore their newest 
ranges, distinctive USPs, and the latest technical upgrades in their product line. 

Manmohan Ganesh, Chairman & Managing 
Director, PRO FX

Which products in your portfolio are 
specifically designed for design-forward or 
“invisible” installations, such as in-wall/in-
ceiling speakers, invisible speakers, slim on-
wall units, discreet soundbars, or compact 
subwoofers?

Most of the global speaker brands we represent, 
including JBL, Polk, KEF, Definitive Technology 
and THEORY in-wall and in-ceiling speakers, 
are engineered to integrate seamlessly into 
walls and ceilings, delivering immersive sound 
while remaining visually unobtrusive, making 
them ideal for luxury residences, home 
theatres, and commercial environments. 
With ultra-slim profiles and a minimal visual 
footprint, these solutions suit modern interiors 
where floor-standing or bulky speakers are 
not preferred. Together, they reinforce PRO 
FX as a trusted choice for architects, interior 
designers, and system integrators seeking the 
widest range of high-performance audio with 
minimal visual impact.

How do your products combine aesthetics 
with acoustic performance? What 
technologies or design innovations ensure 
full sound quality while remaining visually 
unobtrusive?
 
Our products are guided by a simple 

philosophy: sound should be felt, not seen.
 
We harmoniously merge elegant aesthetics 
with uncompromised acoustic performance 
through architectural-grade designs that 
integrate seamlessly into walls and ceilings. 
With ultra-slim profiles, paintable grilles, and 
meticulously engineered enclosures, the 
speakers visually disappear into the space, 
allowing interior design to take centre stage. 
Advanced engineering by brand, like Theory 
and KEF have that high input sound that 
comes from speakers with less than 100 mm 
of depth. The result is a refined, immersive 
listening experience where high-fidelity sound 
and sophisticated design coexist effortlessly—
ideal for premium smart homes that demand 
both performance and visual discretion.



Which product lines or series are most 
frequently specified for luxury living rooms 
and media spaces where the brief calls for 
minimal visual intrusion?
 
Some of our most in-demand ranges (for 
architectural applications) include KEF’s 
Ci range, JBL’s Studio 6 Series, Definitive 
Technology’s Dymension Series and Theory’s 
IW series 

The in- wall and In-ceiling speakers sit flush 
with the wall and ceiling planes, featuring ultra-
slim, paintable grilles that blend effortlessly 
with modern interiors. They align naturally 
with lighting layouts and ceiling finishes, 
making them ideal for open-plan living areas 
and refined media spaces.

Together, these solutions reflect a luxe, 
minimalist design philosophy—where 
technology disappears and the experience 
takes centre stage. PRO FX offers a curated 
portfolio of luxury brands that offer these 
architectural in-wall and in-ceiling audio 
ranges, enabling architects to achieve both 
aesthetic purity and acoustic excellence.

Can you highlight one or two standout 

projects where your architectural or invisible 
speakers/soundbars created a clean, design-
led interior without compromising sonic 
impact?

PRO FX, over the years, has delivered over 
15,000 installations, half of which have included 
architectural speakers. Most of them have been 
Home Theatre Systems where speakers have 
disappeared into the decor. Every project has 
the same level of professionalism, engineering 
excellence, commitment, and passion 
regardless of the client’s budget or project 
scale. Which is why we have no favourites—
here are a few projects across varying scales.
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Harry Jones, Sound Experience 
Engineer, Sonos
 
Which products in your portfolio are 
specifically designed for design-forward or 
“invisible” installations, such as in-wall/in-
ceiling speakers, invisible speakers, slim on-
wall units, discreet soundbars, or compact 
subwoofers?

Sonos offers a dedicated Architectural line 
developed in collaboration with Sonance, 
which includes in-ceiling and in-wall speakers 
for seamless, design-forward installations. 
A recent addition to the collection is the 8” 
In-Ceiling Speaker by Sonos and Sonance, 
which sits flush within the ceiling, providing 
a powerful yet unobtrusive audio solution. 
It features a custom-built woofer and 
high-excursion motor for deep bass and a 
smooth midrange, while a 30mm tweeter 
and optimised waveguide ensure natural 
vocals and wide, even sound dispersion. 

These speakers are specifically engineered 
to be visually discreet while delivering high-
performance sound.

For soundbar solutions, the Sonos Arc Ultra 
is our flagship soundbar with Dolby Atmos, 
offering an impressive 9.1.4 spatial audio 



experience. With a distinctive curved shape, 
low profile design and matte finish, the Arc 
Ultra is designed to keep the focus on home 
entertainment while remaining visually 
unobtrusive.
 
How do your products combine aesthetics 
with acoustic performance? What 
technologies or design innovations ensure 
full sound quality while remaining visually 
unobtrusive?

Sonos architectural speakers are engineered 
to deliver powerful, balanced, and clear sound 
while maintaining a minimalist appearance. 
Designed to be discreet and customisable, 
both the 8” and 6” In-Ceiling Speaker models 
feature a magnetic grille available in white, 
which can be painted to match any ceiling, 
ensuring seamless integration into a wide 
range of interiors. When paired with the 
Sonos Amp, these speakers unlock additional 
benefits such as overdrive protection, custom 
tuning enhancements, and Trueplay™ tuning 
technology, which measures the room’s 
acoustics and automatically adjusts the EQ for 
optimal sound, guaranteeing that the speakers 
sound their best regardless of placement or 
room characteristics.

The Arc Ultra soundbar incorporates Sound 
Motion™ technology, which delivers 
immersive, cinematic sound in a compact form 
factor. Its advanced acoustic architecture, with 
14 Sonos-engineered drivers, provides precise 
sound placement and enveloping spatial 
audio, all within a design that integrates 
harmoniously into any home.

Which product lines or series are most 
frequently specified for luxury living rooms 
and media spaces where the brief calls for 
minimal visual intrusion?

For luxury living rooms and media spaces, the 
Sonos Architectural line (including the 8” and 
6” In-Ceiling Speakers) is frequently specified 
due to its ability to deliver high-quality sound 
while remaining virtually invisible. When 
accompanied by Sonos Amp, these speakers 
deliver optimised performance and seamless 
integration, ensuring powerful audio without 
compromising the clean design aesthetic. 
These products are particularly popular in 

high-end residential developments and 
showrooms where appearance is paramount.

The Sonos Arc Ultra soundbar is also a popular 
choice for luxury spaces, offering a sleek, 
streamlined design and powerful audio 
performance. It can be paired with other 
Sonos products such as the Era 100, Era 300, 
Sonos Amp, Sub, and Ace headphones, for a 
fully immersive home cinema experience that 
maintains a clean, design-led interior.
 
Can you highlight one or two standout 
projects where your architectural or invisible 
speakers/soundbars created a clean, design-
led interior without compromising sonic 
impact?

The Sonos Arc Ultra has been particularly 
popular for home-cinema setups across the 
region, with its sleek design and advanced 
acoustic engineering delivering cinematic 
sound without dominating the room’s 
aesthetics.

Uniquely in India, we’re seeing strong demand 
for full 5.1 home-theatre systems in bedrooms, 
a trend not mirrored in other markets. A recent 
example is the installation at entrepreneur 
Poorna Patel’s luxury Mumbai residence, 
where both bedrooms were equipped with 
Sonos’ flagship home-theatre configuration as 
part of a full-home system.

The Arc Ultra’s ability to seamlessly pair 
with other Sonos products to create an 
immersive surround-sound experience makes 
it exceptionally well-suited to design-led 
interiors that require both high performance 
and understated elegance.
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Saurav Chowdhary, Vice President, Smato 

Architectural and “invisible” audio is 
becoming central to modern luxury homes. 
Which products from UandK Sound are 
specifically designed for such design-forward 
installations?

Across our portfolio, we represent several 
leading global brands that specialise in 
discreet and architectural audio:

Amina Technologies (UK) is the world leader 
in fully invisible loudspeakers and subwoofers. 
Their vibration-panel technology installs 
behind any surface—POP, veneer, leather, 
wood, marble, or fabric—delivering a true 
zero-visual-impact solution.

Architettura Sonora (Italy) offers architectural 
loudspeakers handcrafted in marble, concrete, 
and natural materials. Their cubes, cylinders, 
subwoofers, and the iconic Spherina with 
integrated lighting function as sculptural 
design pieces.

Basalte (Belgium) has Rondos and Plano series 

that offer elegant in-wall architectural audio. 
Rondos pair sound with subtle illumination, 
while Plano provides a refined, in-wall solution 
for stereo or surround with customized fabric 
finishes.

CANVAS Hi-Fi (Denmark) is fully active, TV-
width-matched architectural soundbars with 
custom fabric and wooden grille options for a 
seamless visual blend.

How do your products combine aesthetics 
with acoustic performance? What 
technologies or design innovations ensure 
full sound quality while remaining visually 
unobtrusive?

Each brand combines engineering with 
architectural sensitivity: Amina uses patented 
Distributed Mode Loudspeaker (DML) 
technology to radiate sound evenly through 
the surface itself—resulting in room-filling 
clarity without visible hardware.

The Architettura Sonora’s rigid enclosures 
in marble and concrete naturally control 
resonance, allowing their omnidirectional 
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drivers to deliver warm, detailed sound while 
doubling as art or furniture.

Basalte integrates precision drivers with 
minimalist design, and Rondos incorporate 
soft halo lighting for an added architectural 
effect.

CANVAS Hi-Fi employs proprietary DSP, room 
correction, and crosstalk-cancellation to 
achieve a wide, cinematic soundstage despite 
the ultra-slim aesthetic.

Which product lines or series are most 
frequently specified for luxury living rooms 
and media spaces where the brief calls for 
minimal visual intrusion?

Amina Invisible Speakers are preferred when 
the design brief demands zero visual intrusion 
in high-end living rooms, lounges, and gallery-
like interiors.

While the Basalte Rondos & Plano are 
frequently used where clients want premium 
architectural detailing with subtle lighting or a 
seamless in-wall form factor.

Architettura Sonora Spherina & Cube are 
Ideal for luxury villas, double-height spaces, 
terraces, lawns, and statement interiors where 

audio must double as art.

CANVAS Hi-Fi Soundbars are increasingly 
specified for media rooms and designer 
TV walls where continuity of materials and 
minimalism is key.

Can you highlight one or two standout 
projects where your architectural or invisible 
speakers/soundbars created a clean, design-
led interior without compromising sonic 
impact?

A recent luxury residence in Mumbai deployed 
Amina invisible speakers across the living and 
dining spaces, allowing the interior designer 
to execute a clean, uninterrupted wall and 
ceiling finish while still delivering audiophile-
grade sound.

In a contemporary villa in Pune, Architettura 
Sonora Spherina units were suspended in the 
double-height foyer, serving simultaneously as 
sculptural lighting elements and high-fidelity 
audio sources—transforming the entrance 
into an immersive art installation.

Our portfolio reflects a single philosophy: 
performance should elevate design, not 
compete with it.
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Arshad Lakdawala, VP, Sales & Marketing, MZ 
Audio Distribution, India
 
Architectural and “invisible” audio is 
becoming central to modern luxury homes. 
Which products from UandK Sound are 
specifically designed for such design-forward 
installations?

Architectural integration has always been 
fundamental to UandK Sound’s design 
philosophy. From the very beginning, the 
brand has focused on creating loudspeakers 
that respect interior aesthetics just as much 
as they deliver performance.

One of our most design-centric ranges is the 
Custom Series– E Speakers, which are purpose-
built for in-wall and in-ceiling applications. 
These are truly “invisible” speakers, featuring 
ultra-slim profiles, flangeless installation 
architecture and paintable micro-perforated 
magnetic grilles. Once installed and painted 
to match the surface, they virtually disappear 
into the wall or ceiling, making them ideal 
for luxury homes, designer apartments, and 
architect-led projects.
For dedicated cinema environments, the 
Cinema Series M6 In-Wall models, such 
as the M610IW and M600IW, are widely 
specified. These speakers are commonly used 
for surround, height and ceiling channels, 
especially where shallow mounting depth and 
concealed installation are critical.

In scenarios where in-wall installation may 
not be possible, the Cinema Series S Speakers 
provide elegant, slim on-wall solutions. They 
maintain a very low visual profile while still 
delivering serious cinema-grade performance.

To complete the system, UandK Sound also 
offers compact subwoofer solutions that are 
designed to be hidden behind acoustically 
transparent screens, inside cabinetry, or 
integrated into architectural joinery, ensuring 
powerful low-frequency performance without 
visual clutter.

How does UandK Sound manage to balance 
aesthetics with uncompromised acoustic 
performance in such discreet designs?

At UandK Sound, aesthetics and acoustics are 
never treated as separate disciplines; they are 
designed together. The challenge is not simply 
to hide the speaker, but to ensure that once 
hidden, it still performs at the highest level.

From a design perspective, we use ultra-slim 
cabinet constructions, flangeless mounting 
systems, and paintable magnetic grilles, 
allowing speakers to seamlessly merge with 
architectural surfaces. These features are 
essential for modern interiors where visible 
hardware is often discouraged.

On the acoustic side, there is no compromise. 
Our speakers incorporate high-performance 
components, including Air Motion 
Transformer (AMT) tweeters, which are known 
for exceptional clarity, speed, and detail, 
especially in the high frequencies. These are 



paired with elite mid-bass drivers engineered 
for controlled, distortion-free output.

Internally, we use rigid MDF enclosures and 
structurally reinforced mounting systems to 
minimise resonance and vibration, critical 
for in-wall and in-ceiling installations. 
Technologies such as PRX™ (Poly Resin 
CrossPoint) moulding, carefully engineered 
crossover networks and precision driver 
integration ensure tonal accuracy, dynamic 
range, and consistency.

The end result is a speaker that may be 
visually understated or completely invisible 
but still delivers a powerful, immersive and 
emotionally engaging audio experience.

In luxury living rooms and media spaces 
where visual intrusion must be minimal, 
which UandK Sound series are most 
commonly specified?

For luxury residences and design-led media 
spaces, a few series stand out consistently.

The Custom Series–E speakers are the 
most frequently specified for living rooms, 
bedrooms, and multi-purpose spaces where 
clients want absolutely no visible speakers. 
These are particularly popular with architects 
and interior designers who want sound to be 

present, but hardware to remain hidden.

For dedicated home theatres and premium 
media rooms, the Cinema Series – M6 
In-Wall and In-Ceiling speakers are the 
preferred choice. They are extensively used in 
immersive surround formats such as Dolby 
Atmos, providing cinematic impact without 
disrupting the room’s visual design.

In contemporary interiors where speakers 
may remain visible but must look subtle and 
refined, the Cinema Series – S slim on-wall 
speakers are often specified. They offer an 
excellent balance of aesthetics, performance, 
and installation flexibility.

In select applications, the Home Series M5 is 
also used, especially where a visible speaker is 
acceptable but needs to complement modern 
interiors with a clean, elegant design language.

Can you share an example of a standout 
project where UandK Sound’s architectural 
speakers delivered a strong sonic impact 
while maintaining a clean, design-led 
interior?

One setup that clearly demonstrates this 
balance is at Mz Audio Distributions (India) 
Experience Centre at Kanakia Zillion (BKC 
Annexe). Here, UandK Sound Reference Series 
speakers were combined with M6 in-wall and 
in-ceiling models to create a fully immersive 
9.2.4 home cinema.

Despite the room having compact dimensions, 
the system delivered exceptional cinematic 
scale, clarity, and impact. More importantly, 
the speakers were seamlessly integrated 
into the architecture, allowing the space to 
maintain a clean, premium aesthetic without 
visible speaker clutter.

Beyond India, across Asia and Europe, 
UandK Sound’s E Series architectural 
speakers have been widely deployed in 
luxury residential projects. These installations 
clearly demonstrate that high-performance 
audio does not need to dominate a space 
visually. Instead, it can exist quietly within 
the architecture, enhancing the experience 
without altering the design intent.
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Barry Pim, International Sales Manager, 
Wisdom Audio 
 
How do your products combine aesthetics 
with acoustic performance? What 
technologies or design innovations ensure 
full sound quality while remaining visually 
unobtrusive?

Wisdom Audio balances aesthetics and 
performance by designing loudspeakers that 
integrate seamlessly into architectural spaces 
while delivering uncompromising sound 
quality. Our in-wall, on-wall, and slim-profile 
speakers minimise visual impact and preserve 
interior design, allowing high-end audio 
systems to blend naturally into any room - 
truly hidden high performance. This design-
first approach ensures that clients never have 
to choose between audio performance and 
interior design. 
 
Which product lines or series are most 
frequently specified for luxury living rooms 
and media spaces where the brief calls for 
minimal visual intrusion?

All Wisdom loudspeakers leverage advanced 

planar-magnetic drivers and we have a 
range of line-source products designed to 
achieve exceptional clarity, wide dynamic 
range, and consistent volume coverage. 
These technologies reduce the influence of 
room reflections, expand the listening sweet 
spot, and provide high sensitivity from thin, 
elegant enclosures. The result is a system that 
looks discreet yet performs at a level typically 
associated with large, traditional high-end 
loudspeakers.
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Harsh Patel, National Product Lead, 
Automation and LMS, Cavitak

Which products in your portfolio are 
specifically designed for design-forward or 
“invisible” installations, such as in-wall/in-
ceiling speakers, invisible speakers, slim on-
wall units, discreet soundbars, or compact 
subwoofers?

Saros® 6 in. Ultra Low Profile 2-Way In-Ceiling 
Speaker: With a depth of 2.5 inches and 
paintable grills, these speakers help designers 
and integrators with audio integrations in 
tight spaces where available ceiling height is 
very low.

Ultimate 3 in. All Weather In-Ceiling Speakers: 
With a ceiling front-end appearance of only 
3.5 inches, these speakers resemble designer 
lighting, blending seamlessly into the ceiling. 
Weatherised construction allows for use in a 
shower, sauna, locker room, yacht, and marine 
applications.

Ultimate 10 in. Active Subwoofer: Free-standing 
active (powered) subwoofer with an internal 
200 W power amplifier for deep, gratifying bass 
in demanding home audio applications. With 

a depth of only 4.69 inches, it is very discreet to 
look at when installed. It helps solve the years-
old challenge of designers of how to make 
subwoofers blend into the interiors.

How do your products combine aesthetics 
with acoustic performance? What 

technologies or design innovations ensure 
full sound quality while remaining visually 
unobtrusive?

The speakers and subwoofers are all high-end 
with top-of-the-line specifications. Some of 
our speakers have very high-end materials like 
carbon fibre for the woofer and ceramic-coated 
aluminium for the tweeters. This ensures 
audiophile-grade performance matched with 
high sensitivity to ensure peak performance 
even with very low amplification. But they can 
still deliver peak performance up to 300W.

Which product lines or series are most 
frequently specified for luxury living rooms 
and media spaces where the brief calls 
specified for multi-room music and home 
theatre applications. Pendant speakers have 
been highly sought out for Hospitality and 
Commercial applications. We have a good 
amount of demand in the outdoor speakers 
requirement with landscape and wall-
mounted speakers bringing the best as to 
what we can offer to the industry.
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Rishabh Jain, Director, Audio & Beyond 

Which products in your portfolio are 
specifically designed for design-forward or 
“invisible” installations, such as in-wall/in-
ceiling speakers, invisible speakers, slim on-
wall units, discreet soundbars, or compact 
subwoofers?

Our portfolio includes a comprehensive 
range of architectural and visually discreet 
audio solutions. This includes in-wall and in-
ceiling speakers designed for seamless flush 
integration, sleek on-wall speakers, compact 
subwoofers for concealed installations, and 
premium soundbar solutions.

We represent Wisdom Audio and Triad, both 
of which offer high-performance soundbars 
that can be customised precisely to match 
the TV size and installation requirements—
ideal for design-led living spaces where visual 
symmetry is critical.

We also deal with Monitor Audio Invisible 
speakers, which are designed to be completely 
hidden behind walls or finished surfaces and 

are used in projects where zero visual presence 
of speakers is required while still maintaining 
high-quality sound.

Additionally, in some projects we use Gallo 
Acoustics, known for its sleek on-wall speakers 
and very compact, aesthetically pleasing in-
ceiling speakers that blend easily with interiors 
without compromising sound performance.

How do your products combine aesthetics 
with acoustic performance? What 
technologies or design innovations ensure 
full sound quality while remaining visually 
unobtrusive?

Our approach is firmly rooted in engineering-
first design while respecting architectural 
and interior constraints. Through advanced 
driver technology, controlled dispersion, low-
distortion motor systems, and optimised 
enclosures, we ensure immersive and 
dynamic sound even from compact or 
concealed speaker formats. Proper system 
design, placement, and integration allow us 
to maintain tonal accuracy, clarity, and impact 
without visual intrusion.

SMART HOME WORLD | DECEMBER 2025 | 41



In luxury living rooms and media spaces 
where visual intrusion must be minimal, 
which UandK Sound series are most 
commonly specified?

In luxury living rooms and media spaces, 
architectural in-wall and in-ceiling speakers 
are most frequently specified, often paired 
with discreet subwoofers concealed within 
cabinetry or architectural elements. Custom-
sized soundbars from Wisdom Audio and 
Triad are commonly used where clients prefer 
a clean, aligned visual beneath the display.

For dedicated home theatres, our approach 
varies based on space and performance 
requirements. In large-format theatres, 
we often design and build baffle walls 
to completely hide subwoofers behind 
acoustically transparent screens while 
achieving reference-level performance.

In theatres where space is constrained, 
we specify shallow subwoofers and in-wall 
subwoofers, carefully engineered to ensure 
the desired SPL levels are achieved without 
compromising room layout or aesthetics.

For high-end, performance-driven theatres, 
we deploy Harbottle Audio, a brand known 
for designing custom subwoofers tailored to 
specific room volumes, output targets, and 
installation constraints.

Can you highlight one or two standout 
projects where your architectural or invisible 
speakers/soundbars created a clean, design-
led interior without compromising sonic 
impact?

We recently completed a particularly 
challenging media room project where the 
space featured seven corners instead of the 
conventional four, creating significant acoustic 
and placement challenges. The brief required 
that the solution should not compromise on 
engineering fundamentals while maintaining 
a clean, design-led interior.

For this project, we deployed K-array speakers, 
enabling us to address the unconventional 
room geometry while preserving both 
aesthetics and sonic performance. The end 
result was a technically robust solution that 
blended seamlessly into the architecture 
without visual clutter.
 
Across all our projects, we follow a solution-
driven approach rather than a brand-led 
one. We do not restrict ourselves to a single 
manufacturer for design consistency. Instead, 
we first analyse the space, performance 
targets, and architectural constraints, and then 
select the most suitable brands and products 
that best serve the design and engineering 
requirements of the project.
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Aamir Fruitwala, Director, Audio Houzz

Which products in your portfolio are 
specifically designed for design-forward or 
“invisible” installations, such as in-wall/in-
ceiling speakers, invisible speakers, slim on-
wall units, discreet soundbars, or compact 
subwoofers?

Our portfolio includes a wide range of 
architectural and discreet audio solutions, 
primarily from Focal, that are purpose-built for 
seamless integration:

Focal 100/300/1000 Series (In-Wall & In-Ceiling 
Speakers): Designed for flush mounting with 
ultra-thin magnetic grilles that can be painted 
to match interiors.

Focal 300 ICW & 1000 ICW Series:  Widely used 

in luxury homes for immersive Dolby Atmos 
setups while remaining virtually invisible.

Focal On-Wall Series (Focal Dome On 
Wall / 300 On-Wall):   Slim-profile speakers 
offering architectural elegance with minimal 
projection.

Discreet Subwoofers (Focal Sub Air, Focal 100 
IW SUB8): Compact yet powerful subwoofers 
designed for hidden placement without 
compromising bass performance.

How do your products combine aesthetics 
with acoustic performance? What 
technologies or design innovations ensure 
full sound quality while remaining visually 
unobtrusive?

Focal’s architectural speakers are engineered 
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with the philosophy that sound quality 
should never be sacrificed for design. This 
balance is achieved through Exclusive Driver 
Technologies such as Flax and Beryllium 
tweeters, ensuring clarity and dynamics even 
in concealed formats.

Designed for seamless integration into 
contemporary interiors, these speakers 
offer adjustable high-frequency levels and 
directional tweeters, allowing precise acoustic 
tuning even after installation. 

Their shallow mounting depths address 
modern construction constraints with ease, 
while paintable, frameless magnetic grilles 
ensure the speakers visually disappear into 
ceilings and walls. Installation is equally 
effortless, thanks to the EQI (Easy Quick 
Install) mounting system that requires no 
tools or screws. Available in round or square 
formats, the ready-to-paint magnetised 
grilles fit flawlessly into any interior, enabling 
architects and interior designers to preserve 
clean, uninterrupted lines while delivering a 
true high-fidelity audio experience.

In luxury living rooms and media spaces 
where visual intrusion must be minimal, 

which UandK Sound series are most 
commonly specified?

For premium residences and media rooms 
where minimal visual intrusion is essential, 
the most specified ranges include:
Focal 300 Series – for luxury living rooms and 
multi-room audio

Focal 1000 Series – for ultra-high-end 
homes,multi-room audio and private cinemas
Focal On-Wall &Dome Series – for modern 
living spaces requiring elegant, visible yet slim 
speakers

These solutions are frequently paired with 
*Naim amplification* to deliver reference-level 
performance.

Can you highlight one or two standout 
projects where your architectural or invisible 
speakers/soundbars created a clean, design-
led interior without compromising sonic 
impact?

Across a range of high-end residences, we have 
added Focal 300 and 1000 Series in-ceiling 
speakers with Dolby Atmos to multiple luxury 
apartments, creating immersive soundscapes 
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without any visible hardware. In architect-led 
villas and penthouses, we have added invisible 
speaker systems concealed behind plastered 
walls, delivering powerful, room-filling audio 
while ensuring zero visual impact—especially 
valued in living spaces with meticulously 

Future Prospect 

The future of home audio lies in this thoughtful 
convergence of design, acoustics, and smart 
technology. With advancements in DSP, 
multi-room connectivity, and automation, 
invisible sound systems are delivering richer, 

curated interiors. Across these projects, the 
consistent outcome has been clean aesthetics, 
uncluttered ceilings, and uncompromised 
sonic performance, aligning seamlessly with 
the expectations of contemporary architecture 
and luxury living.

more immersive experiences while respecting 
the integrity of interior architecture. For 
homeowners, architects, and designers alike, 
the result is a living environment where 
technology quietly elevates everyday life, 
proving that when sound is designed to be 
unseen, its impact can be truly profound.

SMART HOME WORLD | DECEMBER 2025 | 31



Rhythm Arora, represents a new generation 

of technology leaders who blend engineering 

depth with design clarity. A recipient of the 

InAVate APAC 40 Under 40 recognition, his 

16+ years in AV-IT integration and home 

automation have positioned him as a key voice 

in shaping intelligent living environments. 

Having collaborated with global brands such 

as Meyer Sound, Crestron, Bose and Cisco, he 

continues to push boundaries in circadian 

lighting, adaptive automation and seamless 

control ecosystems.

In this exclusive interaction with Smart Home 

World, Rhythm shares how Qubix’s decades 

of craftsmanship, combined with a systems-

driven approach, are redefining high-end AV, 
IT, and lighting integration for the modern 

luxury home.

Rhythm Arora

CEO & CTO, Qubix Technology

“The Future of Luxury Homes isn’t 
Louder Tech — it’s Quieter Experiences, 
Healthier Environments and Smarter 
Automation that Adapts on its Own.”

How has Qubix’s legacy (since 1984) and 
reinvention (from 2011) shaped your approach 
to AV, IT, and lighting integration today?

Growing up in a family business taught us 
two lessons you don’t learn from brochures: 
respect for craft, and respect for time. We 
learned what truly lasts -- is good wiring, 
careful documentation, and installations that 
can be serviced after ten years. 

When we consciously reinvented the business 
in 2011, we added a `systems mindset’. Instead 
of seeing AV, lighting, and IT as separate 
trades, we learned to design them as one living 
system. Practically, that means three changes 
in how we work: We sit with architects, MEP 
engineers, and interior designers at the 

concept stage. This prevents fights over ceiling 
space, cable routes, and equipment locations 
later.

All drawings, BOQs and control logic live in 
one place. If someone changes a cable run, 
everyone sees it immediately. That cuts site 
surprises by a huge margin.
 
We build checklists, test scripts, and “golden 
configurations” so t             hat a system installed 
in Mumbai behaves the same as the one in 
Bengaluru.

The legacy taught durability; the reinvention 
taught scale and systems thinking. Combine 
both, and you get high-tech solutions that still 
feel dependable in the long run.
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What sets Qubix apart in high-end AV, IT and 
home automation when delivering end-to-
end solutions?

People often equate “end-to-end” means 
piling on hardware, but our approach is the 
opposite:  We do the opposite: we design end-
to-end around behaviour, how people will 
actually use the space. Here’s how that plays 
out:

We start by asking simple questions: “How 
will the family use the cinema? Will the study 
double as a meeting room? Do you host large 
dinners?” The answers define the technical 
scope.

We choose components that play well together. 
For control and orchestration, we frequently 
use Crestron because it can coordinate AV, 
lighting, shades, HVAC and security in a 
predictable way. For audio networking, we 
use Dante, so signals move reliably over the 
network.

Every system ships with handover docs, 
device maps, and a maintenance plan. We 

also tag devices on the network, so remote 
troubleshooting is simple.

Example: a homeowner asked for “no fuss” 
movie nights. We built a system where one 
button on a Crestron panel lowers the shades, 
dims the lights (DALI), powers the projector, 
sets the audio preset (Dante + DSP), and 
engages the HVAC scene. The owner doesn’t 
see the complexity; they just press a button 
and the room transforms.

That ability to hide complexity, keep systems 
maintainable and design for real use is what 
clients value most.

What’s your process for achieving accurate 
audio calibration and video optimization for 
reference-level performance?

Calibration is the moment where engineering 
meets experience. We treat it as a four-stage 
process: design, build, measure, and verify.

Design (Before Installation)

We run acoustic models of the room to predict 
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standing waves, reflections and modal issues. 
Speaker choice and placement are decided 
from these models. If the room will be a 
reference cinema, we select neutral monitors 
so the speaker coloration doesn’t mask 
acoustic problems.
 
Build (Installation Discipline)

Correct speaker mounting, isolation, soffit 
design, and wiring are non-negotiable. Cabling 
and grounding strategies are laid out to avoid 
hums and interference. Good calibration is 
impossible if the physical work is sloppy.
 
Measure (Scientific Tuning)

On-site, we use calibrated measurement 
microphones and tools like REW or Smaart 
to measure impulse response, frequency and 
time-domain behavior. We check phase and 
group delay and then align subs and mains 
for coherent low-frequency response. Where 
useful, we use correction tools carefully, but 
only to refine, not to hide structural acoustic 
issues.
 

Verify and document

We create a “golden configuration”, which is a 
snapshot of the final DSP settings, crossover 
points, EQ curves and delay values. We also 
run a listening session with the client so their 
preferences are captured. Finally, we deliver 
documentation and remote monitoring hooks 
so future recalibration can be quick.

For video, the process is similar: select the 
right projector or panel for the room’s light 
levels, calibrate color with a colorimeter, match 
gamma and white point, and ensure multi-
screen setups are matched so content flows 
seamlessly across panels.

Real example (simple language): in one 
project, the low end was boomy in evening 
use. Our modeling had predicted a mode at 
45Hz. Instead of flattening it with DSP only, 
we tuned sub placement, added bass traps 
at strategic positions, and then used room 
correction to tame the remainder. The result: 
the bass became tight, and dialogue clarity 
improved without over-processing.
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Which protocols and platforms do you prefer 
for whole-home integration?

When it comes to whole-home integration, 
we select protocols based on their specific 
strengths rather than forcing a single standard 
across the project.

Control & Orchestration: Crestron remains our 
backbone because it’s robust, programmable 
and widely supported. It serves as the 
conductor, coordinating scenes and handling 
system logic.

Audio Networking: Dante (or AES67) delivers 
low-latency, reliable audio transport over 
standard Ethernet, making it ideal for scalable 
multi-room setups.

Video Distribution: We use NDI for local, low-
latency camera and presentation workflows, 
and SRT when secure, long-distance 
contribution over public networks is required.

Lighting: DALI and DMX give us precision for 
tunable white and theatrical effects, which we 
integrate into Crestron so lighting and AV can 
operate within a unified scene.

Building Systems: BACnet supports HVAC 
and building management where needed. In 
residential projects, we bridge these systems 
so Crestron can automatically adjust HVAC 
presets as part of a routine.

Security & Surveillance: ONVIF ensures 
camera interoperability and seamless, secure 
VMS integration.

Rather than relying on one rigid ecosystem, we 
build a predictable, well-segmented network 
with disciplined VLANs, QoS and monitoring. 
This ensures that media streams stay stable 
and never compete with everyday traffic. In 
our experience, strong network architecture is 
just as critical as the choice of any display or 
loudspeaker.
 
What role do control systems and UI design 
play? How do you hide complexity from 
homeowners?

The interface is the moment of truth. The best 
systems are invisible, but the interface must 
be obvious.

Start with journeys, not features. We map the 
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simple tasks first: “Start Movie,” “Host Dinner,” 
“Wake Up.” Those actions should be one or 
two taps away.

Two-layer model. Primary actions are 
immediate. Advanced settings live in a 
secondary layer for power users or service staff. 
This keeps the day-to-day experience simple 
while preserving advanced control.

Prototyping and testing. We build clickable 
UI prototypes (tablet/phone) and test them 
with real users at the design stage. This avoids 
surprises where a homeowner finds the 
control confusing.

Service-first design. Panels include hidden 
diagnostic screens for engineers, so 
troubleshooting is quick. Crestron lets us build 
this dual experience — simple for the owner, 
powerful for the technician.

Example: we gave a homeowner an app 
where the “Party” button triggers lighting, 
background music and a lowered HVAC 
setback for comfort. If the house is empty, the 
same button would also arm security, a single 
concept, many coordinated actions.

Which global brands do you work with most, 
and how do you select them?

We choose vendors using four filters:
Performance. Does it meet the target? For 
reference audio this often means PMC or 
similar studio-grade monitors.

Reliability & service. How fast are spare parts 
and firmware updates available in the region? 
A great product is useless if it cannot be 
serviced in 72 hours.

Integration / APIs. Can we control it 
programmatically? Crestron, Dante-enabled 
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devices and ONVIF cameras are examples that 
make our life easier.

Roadmap & openness. We prefer vendors with 
a clear product roadmap and an openness to 
integration rather than closed ecosystems.

So yes, we prefer Crestron for control a lot. We 
use PMC or other neutral monitors for critical 
rooms. For audio networking it’s Dante. For 
large format visuals we pick projectors or fine-
pitch LEDs that meet our measured brightness 
and color targets. These are practical choices 
made to give predictable results.

How do you make AV, IT and lighting work 
together technically and aesthetically?

It comes down to planning and respect for 
each trade: 
Design workshops early. We run cross-
discipline workshops at concept, so cable 

routes, rack space, return air, and speaker 
locations are coordinated.

Single documentation hub. Everyone 
references the same drawings and change 
logs. This prevents last-minute clashes 
between lights and speakers.

Mockups and prototypes. Physical mockups of 
speaker placement, grille finishes and keypads 
help interior designers visualise the outcome. 
We often prototype a wall with the actual grill 
finish to confirm the look.

Integrated commissioning. Tests verify 
scenarios that cross systems — e.g., “start 
meeting” should alter lights (DALI), call the AV 
codec, route microphones (Dante) and adjust 
HVAC preset (BACnet). We log each of these 
tests.

Aesthetic choices. When possible, we specify 
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color-matched grills, recessed mounts, and 
minimal touch panels so technology does not 
dominate the room visually.

The result is a space that looks and feels natural 
— technology disappears into the background 
while delivering an elevated experience.

Where is Qubix headed in luxury AV and 
home automation? Which trends will you 
champion?

We see the future as threefold: smarter 
automation, human wellbeing, and 
sustainable design.

Smarter Automation (practical AI). We’re 
already running private models to accelerate 
technical support and automate routine 
checks. Soon, AI will adapt a room’s audio EQ 
based on occupancy, predict device failures 
from telemetry, and tune lighting based on a 
resident’s circadian needs — all without the 
owner needing to set anything.

Wellbeing & Experience. Lighting will move 
beyond aesthetics. Tunable light that supports 
sleep and focus, acoustics tuned to reduce 

cognitive fatigue, and air and thermal control 
that responds to individual comfort profiles. 
These are the features that make a house feel 
like a healthful home.

Immersive Audio & Hybrid Life. Object-based 
audio and spatial sound will enter living rooms 
— not for gimmicks but to create believable 
immersive experiences. Hybrid meeting 
experiences, where a home office works like a 
small studio, will become normal.

Sustainability and Manageability. Owners 
will expect systems that use less energy and 
deliver service as a subscription: scheduled 
recalibrations, remote monitoring, and feature 
updates delivered over time.

Our role is to make these advances usable. 
The goal is not to show off technology, but to 
make life quieter, simpler, healthier, and more 
delightful. 

To that end we’ll continue using robust control 
platforms like Crestron as the backbone, 
neutral audio like PMC for reference fidelity, 
and resilient networking and monitoring to 
keep things running year after year.
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As workplaces evolve to prioritise well-being, 

performance, and sustainability, Wipro 

Commercial and Institutional Business is 

reimagining the role of built environments 

through its new positioning, ‘Innovation for 

Human Spaces’. In this interview, Anuj Dhir, 

Senior Vice President & Business Head – 

Commercial & Institutional Business, Wipro 

Consumer Care & Lighting, discusses Wipro’s 

human-centric approach to smart buildings, 

the launch of iSense Air for healthier indoor 

environments, and how IoT-enabled, 

sustainable lighting solutions are shaping 

future-ready workspaces.

Anuj Dhir
Senior Vice President & Business Head – 

Commercial & Institutional Business, Wipro 

Consumer Care & Lighting

“Indoor Air Pollution Is an Invisible Threat, 
and Managing it Proactively is Now 
Essential to Healthier Workplaces.”

Wipro Commercial and Institutional 
Business has announced a new positioning—
‘Innovation for Human Spaces’. What does 
this signify for the brand?

Innovation for Human Spaces reflects how 
Wipro is rethinking the role of workplaces and 
built environments. Spaces are not passive 
backdrops—they actively shape how people 
feel, think, interact, and perform. Since we 
spend nearly half of our working lives in 
workspaces, the way these environments are 
designed truly matters.

This positioning is about co-creating 
sustainable spaces where people thrive, 
balancing well-being, productivity, and 
environmental responsibility. When we design 
better spaces, we unlock better outcomes for 
individuals, organisations, and communities.

Along with this new positioning, Wipro 
launched iSense Air. Why is indoor air quality 
becoming critical in workplace design?

Indoor air pollution is an invisible but serious 
threat. Research shows that indoor air can be 
2 to 5 times more polluted than outdoor air—
and in extreme cases, even 100 times more 
polluted. Despite this, it is often overlooked in 
building design and operations.

With iSense Air, our advanced Indoor Air 
Quality Monitoring Solution, organisations can 
access real-time insights and actionable data 
that help create healthier and safer indoor 
environments. It empowers decision-makers 
to proactively manage air quality rather than 
react to problems later.

How does iSense Air integrate into Wipro’s 

INTERVIEW
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broader smart building ecosystem?

iSense Air is designed as part of an integrated 
ecosystem, not a standalone product. It works 
seamlessly with IoT-enabled lighting systems 
and building infrastructure, enabling data-
driven decision-making.

The solution provides dashboards and trend 
analysis, helping organisations understand 
patterns over time. This is particularly relevant 
for commercial offices, institutional buildings, 
and green-certified projects where data 
transparency and performance monitoring 
are essential.

Smart lighting is a core strength for Wipro. 
How are your IoT-enabled lighting systems 
shaping future-ready workspaces?

Our IoT-enabled lighting solutions are 
designed to create holistic, human-
centric environments. These systems offer 
personalised control, support natural circadian 
rhythms, and improve alertness and mood, 
while ensuring glare-free, energy-efficient 
illumination with superior visual comfort.

Lighting today is not just about visibility—it 
directly impacts well-being, productivity, and 
energy performance. That’s where intelligent 
control and thoughtful design come together. 
Wipro’s Internet of Lighting (IoLTM) brings 
all smart lighting automation solutions on 
a single platform of IoL ™. By combining 
intelligent controls and IoT, it makes lighting 
solution more smart, efficient, and seamlessly 
connected, delivering innovative, human-
centric, and future-ready experiences for 
human spaces. 100K+ Connected points on 
IoL Smart & Connected Solution Our Smart 
Technologies across all verticals Saved 35K+ 
Equivalent to tonnes CO2 16+lakhs trees 
planted. For last 10 years & considering Grid 
Emission Factor, India .

Human-centric lighting is a growing focus 
globally. How is Wipro addressing this shift?

We are seeing increasing adoption of lighting 
systems that align with human biology. 
Our solutions support circadian rhythm–
based lighting, dynamically adjusting colour 
temperature and intensity through the day.
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Designed for intelligent, people-focused 
environments, this human-centric lighting 
range delivers smart lighting without 
complexity. With no control wiring required 
and full automation readiness, the solutions 
are built to adapt seamlessly to modern 
commercial and industrial spaces.

The range includes Highbay luminaires such 
as iSense IoL Ready Uno-X4-I, iSense IoL 
Ready UNO-I, iSense IoL Ready Xpressbay 
Pro-I, and iSense IoL Ready Astra-I, offering 
high-performance illumination for large-scale 
applications. For ceiling grids, the 2x2 panel 
solution, iSense IoL Ready Immaculate NXG, 
ensures uniform, glare-controlled lighting. The 
downlighter, iSense IoL Ready Mollis, delivers 
focused, comfortable illumination, while the 
linear solution, iSense IoL Ready Axeon+ G2L, 
provides clean, continuous lighting ideal for 
modern interiors.

Together, these luminaires form a cohesive, 
future-ready lighting ecosystem that prioritises 
comfort, efficiency, and intelligent control.

Wipro also showcased acoustic lighting 
solutions. What role do these play in 
workplace design?

Acoustic comfort is just as important as visual 
comfort. Our acoustic lighting solutions 
seamlessly combine illumination with sound 
absorption, helping reduce noise distractions 
in open-plan environments.

These solutions are engineered to meet 
high standards of performance and design, 
enabling quieter, more focused workspaces 
that enhance employee well-being and 
operational efficiency. 
 
Could you explain Wipro’s DarkSky-certified 
lighting solutions?

Light pollution is an often-overlooked 
environmental issue. To address this, Wipro 
has introduced India’s first in-house designed 
and manufactured DarkSky-certified lighting 
products.

These outdoor lighting solutions minimise 
light pollution by reducing upward light spill, 
ensuring efficient illumination for human use 
while protecting wildlife habitats and natural 
ecosystems. This marks a significant step 
toward environmentally responsible urban 
development.
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Transforming a Basement into a Cinematic 
Wonderland
MCBEE transforms a basement into a Marvel-inspired home cinema, where 

blockbuster sound, motion seating, and immersive lighting turn imagination 

into a high-octane cinematic experience.

For this project, designed in the basement, 
the challenge was to transform the space 
into a cinematic playground where childhood 
dreams meet cutting-edge technology. The 
home cinema merges tactile innovation, 
theatrical design, and immersive audio-visual 
precision, creating a space that is as much 
a fantasy world as it is a high-performance 
entertainment environment. A CEDIA Awards 
winner in Home Cinema Level IV and Excellence 
in Support & Maintenance—with additional 
accolades for Excellence in Documentation 
and Excellence in Lighting—the project 
exemplifies both technical mastery and 

design finesse. The interiors were co-designed 
by homeowner Abhishek Arya, whose creative 
vision shaped the aesthetic character of the RR 
Cinema, while the renowned MCBEE executed 
the complete cinema system integration with 
engineering precision and immersive finesse.

When the client approached MCBEE with his 
vision, it wasn’t just about technology. It was 
about character. The brief was to create a 
Marvel-inspired sanctuary, part man cave, part 
theatre is capable of hosting family and friends 
while offering a cinematic experience similar 
to commercial-grade cinemas. Situated in the 

CASE STUDY
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basement of a pre-built home, the project 
came with unique spatial constraints and 
high-performance expectations.

To deliver, MCBEE took control of every 
phase, including civil work, interior design, 
and technical integration. With ceiling height 
limited and seating for 15 required, the team 
excavated the floor to form three distinct rows, 
preserving comfort and optimal sightlines. 
Two immovable structural columns were 
cleverly absorbed into the third tier’s stepped 
platform, creating cohesion rather than 
compromise.
 
A Vision Beyond Technology

When the client approached MCBEE, the brief 
went beyond specifications as it demanded 
character. The goal was to craft a Marvel-
inspired sanctuary, a hybrid between a man 
cave and a commercial-grade cinema capable 
of hosting family and friends while delivering 
uncompromising performance.

The basement posed unique challenges: 
limited ceiling height, seating for 15, and 
structural constraints. MCBEE responded 
with ingenuity, excavating the floor to form 
three-tiered seating rows while seamlessly 
incorporating two immovable columns 

into the design. The result is a space that is 
functional, visually cohesive, and acoustically 
precise, with optimal sightlines for every seat.
Audio-Visual Precision at Its Core

At the heart of the cinema lies a 9.4.6 Dolby 
Atmos system, featuring Wisdom Audio line-
source speakers paired with four powerful 
subwoofers. Trinnov room correction ensures 
spatial accuracy, creating a three-dimensional 
soundscape that envelopes every viewer.

Each custom recliner is equipped with 
Crowson motion actuators, translating low 
frequencies into physical sensations, adding a 
tactile layer to the cinematic experience. Even 
operational practicality was considered: a one-
touch ‘maintenance mode’ reclines all seats 
simultaneously, streamlining cleaning without 
interrupting the immersive experience.

Visual performance is equally meticulous. From 
MadVR’s non-linear stretch technology to the 
AV Pro switching system, every component is 
integrated for flawless playback and intuitive 
control.

Lighting, Automation, and Theatricality

Lighting is both functional and experiential. 
A Lurton-controlled fibre optic ceiling, pixel 
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lighting, and cove illumination allow the space 
to transition effortlessly between modes: 
‘Movie Night,’ ‘Music Mode,’ or ‘Intermission.’ 
HVAC challenges were solved with a custom 
fresh-air system and CNC-machined MDF 
grills, engineered to minimize noise and 
condensation while blending seamlessly with 
the interior design.

A standout feature is the glass-enclosed rack 
room, where equipment becomes art. Lit 
to match the cinema’s ambient tones and 
revealed via a motorised panel, it elevates 
infrastructure into a design focal point. Every 
element, from rack layout to lighting, syncs 
with the cinematic mood, turning technical 
necessity into theatrical spectacle.
 
Design Discipline Meets Imagination

Before construction, MCBEE offered the 
client a VR walkthrough, ensuring every 
spatial, lighting, and audiovisual decision 
was pre-approved. This meticulous planning 

eliminated surprises during installation, 
allowing the team to deliver precision without 
compromise.

The result is more than a high-end AV 
installation. It is a space that embodies 
imagination, storytelling, and technological 
mastery—where every light, sound cue, and 
automated sequence enhances the narrative, 
transforming a basement into a superhero-
inspired cinematic sanctuary.

MCBEE’s creation demonstrates how 
technology, design, and imagination can 
converge to deliver experiences that are 
personal, immersive, and unforgettable.

Brands & Technology Integrated

Crestron, Protopixel, Wisdom Audio, Trinnov 
Audio, Barco, Sony, Kaleidescape, UFO Moviez, 
Crestron, Protopixel, Apple, Netgear, D-Link, 
Peplink, Beeracks, Penn Elcom, Bullet Train, 
Gude and Webro.



The Art of Smart Lighting for a Jewellery Store
At La Solitaire, precision lighting and smart automation, designed by Licht 

and Light Studio with Atrey Associates, transform diamonds into immersive 

experiences, blending luxury, technology, and architectural finesse.

La Solitaire’s flagship showroom is not just a 
retail space; it is a meticulously designed space 
where light, technology, and architecture 
converge to amplify the emotional and visual 
power of diamonds. Designed in collaboration 
with Atrey Associates and Sheetal Jain, 
Founder & Creative Director, Licht and Light 
Studio, the space elevates fine jewellery 
retail into an immersive experience where 
every lumen is intentional, every transition is 
meaningful, and every moment is engineered 
to feel luxurious. This project recently won the 
LIT Lighting Design Award-London : Winner in 
Retail Category.

Across the façade, the entrance, and the 

display galleries, lighting becomes the 
soul of the brand and it artfully highlights 
brilliance, controlling ambience, and shapes 
the customer journey through advanced 
automation. Every operational mode, every 
display condition, and every element of brand 
storytelling is supported by an intelligent 
control ecosystem built on DALI, KNX, and 
Madrix-based digital façade management.

Automation as the Invisible Designer

“At La Solitaire, automation is not an 
afterthought; it is the operational backbone. 
The showroom runs on carefully programmed 
sequences that allow lighting to adapt fluidly to 

CASE STUDY

46 | SMART HOME WORLD |  DECEMBER 2025



the different phases of the retail day, ensuring 
the brand’s signature visual character remains 
consistent, elegant, and high-performing at 
all times,” explains Sheetal Jain, Founder & 
Creative Director, Licht and Light Studio.

Programmed for Different Moods

The first transformation begins the moment 
staff enter. Opening Mode initiates a gentle, 
gradual rise in illumination levels, giving the 
store time to ‘wake up.’ This not only sets the 
correct working ambience for the team but 
also aligns every lighting element with its 
precise intensity and colour balance before 
the first customer arrives. The transition is 
slow, premium, and seamless—mirroring the 
tone of the brand.

Peak Hours Mode: Brilliance at Full Expression
During active shopping hours, the lighting 
shifts into its most vibrant and precise 
configuration. Diamonds require impeccable 



clarity, contrast, and controlled intensity to 
showcase their brilliance, fire, and scintillation. 
Peak Hours Mode brings all these qualities 
to the foreground. Ambient lighting softens, 
accent lighting sharpens, and the displays 
take on a carefully layered drama, projecting 
diamonds as rare, aspirational objects of desire.
Demo Mode: A Theatre for Jewellery

One of the most powerful automation 
features is Demo Mode, created specifically to 
enhance buying confidence during one-on-
one presentations. With a single command, 
lighting intensifies around the selected piece, 
increasing sparkle and revealing the true 
personality of the stone.

This creates what can best be described as a 
`micro theatre experience’, where customers 
form an emotional connection with the 
jewellery. Subtle yet transformative, this 
feature has a measurable impact on decision-
making and brand trust.

VIP Mode: The Personalised Luxury Envelope

Fine jewellery clients expect exclusivity, and La 
Solitaire meets this expectation through VIP 
Mode. Lighting gently isolates the browsing 
area, deepens contrasts, and creates a sense 
of intimacy. The focus narrows to the product 
and the customer, giving them the privacy, 
warmth, and immersive personal attention 
that luxury retail thrives on.

Event Mode: Transforming Retail into 
Experience

For launches, previews, or private gatherings, 
the system triggers Event Mode—an ambience 
crafted for heightened drama. Lighting 
transitions become bolder, contrasts sharper, 
and the environment shifts toward storytelling 
and spectacle. The architectural narrative by 
Atrey Associates is amplified through these 
dynamic lighting cues, turning the store into a 
venue for exclusive brand moments.
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Cleaning Mode: Functional Clarity Without 
Compromise
Late at night, once customers have left, the 
showroom shifts to Cleaning Mode. Uniform, 
bright illumination allows housekeeping 
and staff to prepare the store with accuracy. 
Importantly, this mode is isolated from 
customer-facing presets, ensuring the lighting 
integrity of the store remains untouched by 
operational tasks.

Closing Mode: The Reset

At the end of the day, Closing Mode 
methodically powers down interior zones, 
confirming that every display, back-of-house 
area, and accent light is responsibly shut. This 
controlled shutdown enhances sustainability 
while keeping the system primed for the next 
operational cycle.

Night Landmark Mode: The Façade as a Silent 
Campaign

Even after closing hours, La Solitaire continues 
to shine.

From 6 PM to 6 AM, the façade transforms 
into a radiant beacon, where the store’s 
most powerful visual marketing asset. The 
façade lighting, powered through Madrix 
and controlled via automated scheduling, 
becomes a jewel-like display that turns the 
store into an urban landmark.

This nighttime identity ensures the brand 
continues to influence footfall, recall, and 
curiosity long after the doors are locked.
 
A Smart Retail Ecosystem That Supports 
Luxury at Every Touchpoint

What makes La Solitaire exceptional is the 
invisible technical discipline behind the 
glamour. Scene-based automation eliminates 
human error, guarantees consistency, and 
optimises energy use. DALI ensures fixture-
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level precision; KNX synchronises operational 
modes and architectural systems; Madrix 
brings the façade to life; and tunable white 
allows diamonds to be evaluated with absolute 
honesty.

Automation here is not just convenience—
it is strategy. It protects brand integrity, 
enhances product value, strengthens 
customer psychology, and maintains a high-
performance retail environment that runs 
with near-effortless elegance.

La Solitaire exemplifies how intelligent lighting 
can elevate a luxury jewellery showroom into a 
fully immersive, technologically sophisticated 
stage—where every sparkle, shadow, and 
scene is precisely orchestrated to create a 
captivating, unforgettable experience.

50 | SMART HOME WORLD |  DECEMBER 2025

BRANDS & TECHNOLOGY

DALI – Precision lighting control

KNX – Building automation and scene 
management

Madrix – Dynamic façade and pixel lighting 
control
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ISE 2026: Push Beyond – The Unmissable Smart 
Home Revolution
Leave the ordinary behind and dive into a world where homes anticipate your 

needs, amplify your lifestyle, and ignite your imagination. Integrated Systems 

Europe (ISE) 2026 makes its grand return, 3-6 February at the Fira de Barcelona, 

Gran Via, inviting attendees to ‘Push Beyond’ the boundaries of technologyand 

creativity. 

An Unmissable Event for the Smart Home 
Community 

This isn’t a show for the slow or the uncertain. 
It’s where visionariesand innovators come 
together to shape what’s next. The continued 
growth of ISE 2026 reflects a community that 
thrives on collaboration and progress - a place 
where opportunities emerge, ideas evolve, 
and meaningful connections are made. When 
the industry’s leaders unite, the energy is real, 
and the possibilities are wide open.

Residential & Smart Building Tech Zone: The 
Playground of Possibility

Welcome to Halls 1 and 2 - a dynamic, show-

PREVIEW



stopping Residential & Smart Building Tech 
Zone where intelligent environments come 
alive. Experience spaces that adapt to you: 
automated, responsive, and brilliantly efficient. 
From advanced building automation and 
energy management to integrated control, this 
is where comfort and performanceconverge.

Explore hands-on demos and uncover the 
technologies shaping tomorrow - smart 

lighting that transforms atmosphere, security 
systems that anticipate, and AV solutions that 
redefine connected living. Here, sustainability 
drives innovation, and creativity sets the 
standard. Whether you’re a consultant, 
integrator, or simply passionate about smart 
living, this is where your next idea begins.

Smart Home Technology Conference: Your 
Front Row to Breakthrough Knowledge

Curated by CEDIA, the Smart Home Technology 
Conference offers a world-class programme 
for smart home professionals committed to 
staying ahead. Tuesday 3 -Thursday 5 February, 
attendees can participate in a diverse range of 
expert-led workshops and courses, designed 
to broaden knowledge and skills, as well as 
driving the success of integration businesses.

The conference covers a comprehensive array 
of technical and business topics across multiple 
CEDIA tracks, including Lighting & Wellness, 
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Business Strategies & Project Management, 
Power Management, Energy & Sustainability, 
Home Cinema & Immersive Audio, AI & Tech 
Trends, Architecture, Design & Build, Control 
Systems & Assistive Technologies, and IT, 
Networking & Cybersecurity. Several sessions 
will also be delivered in Spanish, ensuring 
accessibility for a global audience.

Amongst the standout sessions is ‘AI Live: 
Practical Artificial Intelligence for the Modern 
Integration Business’, where Amanda Wildman, 
Owner of TruMedia, and Alex Capecelatro, 
CEDIA Board Chairperson and CEO of Josh.
ai, reveal practical AI tools that integrators 
can immediately apply to boost productivity 
and technical delivery. Another powerful 
addition is ‘Empowering Independence: 
Smart Technology for Living Well’, led by Alan 
Matthews, Director of Automated Spaces 
Limited, which explores the rapidly growing 
opportunity in Independent Living Technology. 
With demographics shifting, residential 

care costs rising, and public services facing 
mounting pressure, this session highlights 
how smart home professionals can leverage 
technology to support independent living and 
transform outcomes for ageing populations.

CEDIA Workshop: Next-Level Learning 
Experience

Smart home professionals and integrators 
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are invited to a dedicated CEDIA RP-32: 
Audio System Measurement and Verification 
Workshop on Monday, 2 February in room CC1.2. 
This one-day, hands-on event introduces RP-
32 procedures and offers practical experience 
with leading measurement tools and software. 
Attendees will learn to gather, interpret, and 
document audio system performance data, 
making the course ideal for both residential 
and commercial applications. This course will 
be delivered with expert guidancefrom Peter 
Aylett, Ben Goff, and Adam Pelz.

Smart Home Technology Stage: The Pulse of 
Innovation

For those who value practical insight and 
up-to-date knowledge, The Smart Home 
Technology Stage is the place where new ideas 
emerge, futures are shaped, and professional 
connections are forged. Every day, stand 
2D350 in Hall 2 will provide a dynamic setting 
with complimentary sessions and engaging 
discussions.

Key sessions include ‘Robotics InThe Home… 
Today!’, taking place Tuesday 3 February 10:30-

11:15, which will dive into real-world examples, 
such as humanoid robots and ambient AI, that 
are transforming how people live, interact, 
and thrive in their homes. ‘How Lighting is 
Changing’ on Wednesday 4 February 10:00-
10:45, will explore how lighting is no longer 
just about illumination – it’s also about health, 
wellbeing, and smarter living. 

AI Trailblazing Keynote, Sol Rashidi

Sol Rashidi, the world’s first Chief AI Officer for 
enterprises, will headline ISE on Wednesday, 
5 February 2026. Her keynote, ‘The AI Reality 
Check: What It Takes to Scale and the Future 
of Leadership,’ will expose the realities 
of AI beyond the hype, offering practical 
frameworks and highlighting the importance 
of AI governance and cybersecurity for 
successful scaling. She will also share how to 
assess AI initiatives and protect data, staff, and 
competitive edge.

New for 2026: Smart Spaces Megatrend 
Sessions

From Tuesday 3 to Thursday 5 February in room 
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CC5.3, the Smart Spaces megatrend sessions 
will explore the frontiers of efficient energy 
management, AI-driven automation, and 
cybersecurity for connected environments. 
Key topics include smart office technologies, 
adaptive learning tools, and sustainable 
building designs, all with a strong emphasis on 
data analytics, privacy, and user engagement. 

Also New at ISE 2026: High-End Listening 
Suites – Elevate the Experience

At ISE 2026, the newly refurbished CC2 at Fira 
de Barcelona will host immersive Listening 
Suites. Each suite is thoughtfully designed 
to combine cutting-edge acoustics with 
innovative interiors, delivering every note with 
precision and clarity. It’s the perfect showcase 
for audio brands aiming to go beyond 
professional audio and create truly memorable 
sound experiences.

Explore Barcelona: ISE Tech Tours

Don’t miss your chance to see first-hand 
how AV technology is playing a role in 
Barcelona through ISE’s unmissable Tech Tour 
Programme, organised in collaboration with 
Catalan Audiovisual Cluster. A standout this 

year is the tour of SHOOT ESTUDIOS in central 
Barcelona on Thursday, 5 February (08:30–
11:30). Here, attendees can experience three 
luxury apartments - Brooklyn Loft, Royale, and 
027. It’s a rare opportunity to see technology 
integrated seamlessly into authentic, stylish 
residential settings.

On top of these exclusive tours, once again 
ISE has partnered with some of Barcelona’s 
exciting attractions to offer visitors discounts 
through its Visitor Benefits Programme. This 
includes the White Rabbit – TheOFFMuseum! 
experience, featuring AI-driven installations 
and interactive digital art that transforms the 
cityscape. 

Why Attend ISE 2026?

This is your chance to enjoy, learn, connect, 
and push beyond all expectation. Treat your 
senses, upgrade your knowledge, and join a 
community that’s going places. Don’t miss 
your chance to be at the forefront of industry 
transformation and ‘Push Beyond’ with ISE.

(Register for FREE with the code 
‘smarthomeworld’ and secure your place at 
https://www.iseurope.org/welcome/registration)
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A Curated Showcase of Global Audio 
Excellence

Located in Mumbai’s design-forward, luxury-
centric precinct of Lower Parel, directly 
opposite Phoenix Palladium in Mumbai, 
the Audio Houzz’s newly launched flagship 
experience centre emerges as a new landmark 
for high-end audio and home cinema in the 
city. Spanning an impressive 7,200 sq. ft. and 
characterised by a striking 60-foot frontage, 
the space is way beyond your conventional 
retail stores. This world-class experience centre 
is conceived as an immersive, performance-
led destination aiming to bring together 
audiophiles, cinema connoisseurs, architects, 
interior designers, system integrators, and 
discerning luxury homeowners within a 
meticulously curated, experience-driven 
environment.

Audio Houzz unveils a flagship experience centre in Lower Parel, Mumbai offering curated luxury 
audio and immersive home cinema experiences under one roof.

“The Mumbai flagship store represents Audio 
Houzz’s commitment to design excellence, 
technical mastery, and personalized 

FIRST LOOK
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consultation. The boutique is envisioned as a 
collaborative space for our partner and dealers 
for their clients seeking best-in-class audio and 
cinema solutions for luxury residences and 
commercial projects.” says Aamir Fruitwala 
Director, Audio Houzz. 

From the moment one steps inside, the 
intent is clear: this is a space designed to be 
experienced, not merely browsed. Every zone 
is thoughtfully curated to simulate real-life 
environments, allowing visitors to understand 
how ultra-premium audio solutions integrate 
seamlessly into sophisticated living spaces.

At the heart of the experience centre is a 
meticulously designed display of Focal’s 
complete portfolio. The layout is refreshingly 
transparent and design-led, moving away from 
typical retail clutter to allow the engineering, 
acoustics, and craftsmanship of each product 
to take centre stage. Rather than static displays, 
the emphasis here is on live demonstrations, 
where an individual can experience the sound, 
space, and performance. 

The Audio Houzz flagship boutique is 

designed into multiple immersive zones, each 
addressing distinct lifestyle and performance 
requirement.

The boutique features an exclusive display 
of the complete FOCAL portfolio, presented 
in a refined, transparent, and design-led 
environment that allows customers to 
experience the brand’s engineering excellence 
across categories. Every zone within the store 
is purpose-built to demonstrate real-world 
performance rather than conventional retail 
displays.

The Audio Houzz boutique includes multiple 
experiential zones designed to cater to varied 
lifestyle and performance requirements:

Two Luxury Lounge/Living Room Setups

Designed to replicate real residential 
environments, these spaces offer customizable 
audio solutions tailored to individual customer 
preferences and usage scenarios.

Dedicated Ultra High-End Private Cinema 
Room

SMART HOME WORLD |  DECEMBER 2025 | 57



A dedicated ultra-high-end private cinema 
room, showcasing the Focal Utopia Cinema 
range, fully equipped with Dolby Atmos and 
DTS:X, powered by the Focal Astral 16 processor 
and Naim CI electronics

The Den Room – Custom Integration (CI) 
Showcase

Featuring a FOCAL Custom Integration (CI) 
solution, this space demonstrates discreet, 
performance-driven audio integration for 
sophisticated modern interiors.

Stereo Room A state-of-the-art two-channel 
stereo listening room, anchored by the iconic 

Focal Grande Utopia loudspeakers, driven by 
Naim flagship electronics, and representing 
the complete Utopia range

Beyond Indoors – Complete Lifestyle Solutions
The Experience Centre also offers end-to-
end audio solutions for landscaping and 
outdoor environments, extending premium 
sound experiences beyond interiors to 
gardens, terraces, poolside areas, and outdoor 
entertainment spaces.
Audio Houzz is the sole distributor in India for 
some of the world’s most prestigious luxury 
audio brands, including Focal, Naim, Monster, 
and Transparent. This space houses exclusive 
display areas for the complete ranges of Focal, 
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Naim,Transparent and Monster offering an 
unmatched platform for immersive brand 
experiences.

Adding his insight on this venture Aamir 
Fruitwala Director, Audio Houzz adds, 

 “The new flagship store is not only a experience 
centre but also a strategic investment in Audio 
Houzz’s B2B ecosystem. All Focal Powered by 
Naim boutiques and investments across India 
are purpose-built to empower dealers, system 
integrators, and consultants, providing them 
with world-class demonstration facilities, 
technical confidence, and brand credibility. 
This expansion stands as a testament to the 

long-standing trust and partnerships Audio 
Houzz has built across the Indian AV industry.” 

Overall, the flagship store represents Audio 
Houzz’s commitment to design excellence, 
technical mastery, and personalized 
consultation. With this flagship launch, Audio 
Houzz reaffirms its vision to elevate luxury 
audio and home cinema standards in India, 
through design-led spaces, uncompromising 
performance, and a partner-first approach.

The Audio Houzz boutique is now open 
and invites industry partners, and luxury 
connoisseurs to experience the future of high-
end audio and cinematic excellence.
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F-LUX: Dorset’s Customisable Digital 
Lock Redefining Smart Living
In an era where homes are becoming smarter 
and spaces more personalized, Dorset has once 
again raised the bar with its latest innovation 
— F-LUX, the world’s first fully customisable 
digital lock. Combining the force of tradition 
with the edge of innovation, F-LUX is not just 
a security device; it’s a statement of design, 
convenience, and intelligent living.

F-LUX: The Future of Intelligent Access

F-LUX is more than a lock. It is a first-of-its-
kind fusion of mechanical precision and 
digital innovation. Dorset has reimagined door 
safety, solving a challenge that homeowners 
once faced, having to choose between smart 
security and luxurious design.

At its core, F-LUX delivers uncompromised 
protection while offering aesthetic and 
functional flexibility previously unseen in 
digital locks. Every space tells a unique story, 
and F-LUX is designed to fit seamlessly into that 

narrative. Its defining feature is customizability, 
which homeowners and designers can choose 
from multiple handles and finishes, ensuring 
that security never comes at the cost of style.

With F-LUX, Dorset empowers users to 
integrate cutting-edge security as an elegant 
extension of interior design, rather than a 
compromise.

Why F-LUX Matters

Modern homes demand more than just 
protection — they require security that adapts 
to lifestyle, enhances convenience, and 
complements design. Traditional locks often 
fall short in meeting these evolving needs.

F-LUX addresses this gap by offering a solution 
that is:
• Flexible and intuitive, fitting naturally into 

daily life.
• Customisable, allowing homeowners and 

PRODUCT PREVIEW
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designers to align security with interior 
aesthetics.

• Future-ready, embracing technology 
without losing the familiarity and reliability 
of classic mechanical elements.

This section sets the stage for the practical 
innovations of F-LUX, which are explored in 
detail below.

F-LUX: Smart, Safe, Simple

In an increasingly connected world, security 
systems must do more than protect — they 
must adapt, personalize, and integrate 
seamlessly into daily life. F-LUX embodies this 
philosophy with three primary access modes:

Access Modes:
• 360° Fingerprint Recognition: Unlock 

quickly and securely from any angle.
• Bluetooth-Enabled Smart Mobile Access: 

Control your lock remotely through the 
Dorset Smart Life app for complete 
flexibility.

• Mechanical Key: A reliable backup, 
discreetly integrated for traditional access 
when needed.

• Key Features:

• Lift-to-Lock Mechanism: Smooth and 
intuitive operation for effortless daily use.

• Battery Management: Quick jump-start 
ensures uninterrupted power, even if the 
battery drains.

• Universal Handed Operation: Fits doors in 
any orientation for versatile installation.

• Emergency Exit Option: Maintains safety in 
all circumstances.

• Administrative Control: Manage multiple 
users efficiently via the app.

• Customisable Handles & Premium Finishes: 
Choose from a range of handles and 
finishes that complement your interiors.

• Intelligent Performance: Smart features 
designed to enhance usability without 
compromise.

Innovation Without Compromise

F-LUX represents a paradigm shift in digital 
security and smart home design. Dorset’s 
focus on customisation ensures that 
security, convenience, and aesthetics coexist 
harmoniously.
• For homeowners: Peace of mind and 

effortless access control.
• For architects and designers: Freedom to 

integrate technology seamlessly into décor.
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• For businesses and developers: Smart, 
scalable solutions for residential and 
commercial spaces.

Looking forward, Dorset envisions F-LUX 
as part of a larger ecosystem of smart living 
solutions, with app integrations, IoT-enabled 
features, and continued innovations in design 
and access control.

Design Meets Functionality

F-LUX emphasizes aesthetic versatility. With 
its wide range of handles and finishes, the lock 
becomes more than just a security device — 
it is a design statement. Every space has its 
own story, and F-LUX ensures that the first 
impression is both secure and sophisticated.
• Easy Installation: Free installation within 

city limits for a hassle-free experience.
• Door Compatibility: Works with doors 

ranging from 35–60 mm, suitable for both 
residential and commercial setups.

 In conclusion, we would say, Dorset’s F-LUX 
is more than just a digital lock—it is a refined 
expression of modern living. Seamlessly 
blending tradition with innovation, F-LUX 
brings together robust security, thoughtful 
design, and advanced technology, setting a 
new benchmark in smart locking solutions. 

As homes and workplaces continue to evolve, 
the demand for intelligent, adaptable, and 
visually cohesive security systems has become 
essential. F-LUX responds to this need with an 
elegant offering that combines customisation, 
convenience, and cutting-edge performance 
in one cohesive solution. Designed to empower 
users, F-LUX ensures that every space begins 
with confidence, every story remains secure, 
and every individual enjoys the freedom to 
personalise their environment. True to its 
promise—Pick your handle, we’ll make it 
digital—F-LUX transforms everyday entry 
points into smart, design-forward statements.
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Innexia Transforms Homes and Workspaces 
into Intelligent Environments

Innexia is the Smart Home Automation brand 
powered by INTECH, a global technology 
organization established in 2003. While 
INTECH specializes in digital transformation, 
enterprise software, data solutions, and 
automation across multiple industries, Innexia 
represents the extension of this expertise into 
modern living spaces.

Built on INTECH’s strong foundation of 
innovation, quality, and people-centric design, 
Innexia focuses on transforming homes 
and commercial spaces into intelligent 
environments. Our smart automation solutions 
allow users to control lighting, appliances, 
security, and entertainment systems through 
touch panels, smartphones, voice assistants, 
and other intuitive interfaces.

Innexia brings together technology, aesthetics, 
and lifestyle comfort—making spaces not only 

Innexia offers a complete suite of smart automation solutions, from lighting and security to 
personalized scene control, creating intuitive and future-ready spaces.

smarter but also more convenient, energy-
efficient, and future-ready. With the power 
and reliability of INTECH’s years of technical 
excellence, Innexia delivers home automation 
experiences that are personalized, seamless, 
and built to enhance everyday living.

We believe that technology should enhance 
life — not complicate it. Our team works closely 
with architects, interior designers, developers, 
and end-users to create smart spaces that feel 
natural, premium, and future-ready.

Their core offerings encompass a wide 
spectrum of smart home solutions, including 
intelligent lighting automation, automated 
curtains and blinds, and integrated home 
security and surveillance systems. They 
also provide personalized scene creation 
to enhance everyday lifestyle routines, 
along with fully customized home control 
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interfaces designed to offer intuitive, seamless 
management of all connected systems.
 
Innexia Smart Lighting Control & Lifestyle 
Scenes

Innexia Smart Lighting Control & Lifestyle 
Scenes is a complete lighting automation 
solution designed to elevate the ambiance 
and experience of any space. The system 
allows users to control and personalize 
lighting settings through a smartphone app, 
voice commands, scheduled automation, and 
scene presets.

With just one tap or command, users can 
instantly switch their environment to suit 
a mood or activity—whether it’s “Movie 
Time,” “Relax Mode,” “Work Focus,” or “Party 
Ambience.” The system also supports 
dimming, color temperature adjustments, 
RGB lighting, and multi-room coordinated 
control.

Key Advantages:
• Comfort & Convenience: Control lighting 

from anywhere, anytime.
• Energy Efficiency: Automated scheduling 

reduces unnecessary power usage.
• Aesthetic Enhancement: Lighting presets 

transform the look and feel of interiors.
• Voice & App Control: Works with Alexa, 

Google, Siri, and mobile devices.
• Customizable Scenes: Personal routines 

can be automated as per lifestyle habits.
• Scalable System: Can be installed in a single 

room or across an entire property.
• This product range is engineered for both 

new constructions and retrofit projects, 
making it suitable for existing homes 
without extensive rewiring.

Their solutions cater to a diverse range of 
spaces, from residential homes, apartments, 
and villas—including living rooms, bedrooms, 
kitchens, and home theaters—to commercial 
environments such as offices and studios, 
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where they enhance premium reception areas 
and conference rooms. They also serve the 
retail and hospitality sectors, offering smart 
lighting and ambience control for showrooms, 
hotels, and cafés to elevate customer 
experience. Overall, the system’s inherent 
flexibility enables seamless customization for 
both small, personalized spaces and expansive, 
fully integrated environments.

Projects & Collaborations

Innexia has successfully collaborated with 
several architects, interior designers, and 
residential clients.

Architect Partners include Ar Khanthil 
Panchal, Ar Akshay Gajjar, Ar Aditya Purohit, 
Ar Sheerin Harsoliya, Ar Ankit Trivedi, Ar JSK 
Designs, Ar Toral Patel, Arch. Jinal Mehta and 
Ar Mayank Brahmbhatt. Their Interior Design 
collaborators comprise ID Rajveer Seth, ID 
Nidhi Shah, ID Saloni Patel, ID Juthika Solanki, 

ID Viyush Patel, ID Urvil Shah, ID Shilpi, ID 
Riddhi Parmar, ID Umang Patel, ID Milind 
Zaveri, ID Chintan Gajjar, and ID Avni Soni. The 
team has successfully completed smart home 
projects across Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, 
Baroda, Surat, Anand, Alwar, Himmatnagar, 
Mumbai, and Pune, with several ongoing 
premium residential projects currently 
underway in Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, and 
Surat.

In conclusion, their offerings extend far beyond 
product delivery, encompassing expert on-site 
consultation, seamless installation support, 
dependable after-sales service, and efficient 
remote troubleshooting. 

Every solution is thoughtfully customized 
to complement the décor and user lifestyle, 
while the systems themselves are engineered 
for lasting durability, robust security, and 
unwavering reliability.



TIS Smart Control Built for New Builds 
and Retrofits

As smart automation moves beyond luxury 
villas into apartments, commercial spaces, 
and retrofit projects, flexibility has become 
the defining requirement. TIS Smart Control 
addresses this shift with a robust hybrid 
automation platform that seamlessly 
supports wired, wireless, and mixed-system 
deployments—allowing automation to scale 
across project types without compromising 
performance or design intent.

Retrofit-Optimised Wireless Automation

TIS has developed an extensive suite of wireless 
automation solutions specifically engineered 
for retrofit environments where rewiring or civil 
intervention is not an option. These products 
enable existing homes, apartments, and 
operational commercial spaces to transition to 
smart control with minimal disruption.

Wireless Touch Switches

At the core of TIS’s retrofit offering are its 
wireless glass touch switches. Designed for 
quick installation over existing electrical 
points, these switches eliminate the need for 

rewiring while delivering advanced control 
over lighting, fans, curtains, scenes, and 
connected devices. High-sensitivity capacitive 
touch panels are paired with secure, long-
range wireless communication protocols 
to ensure fast response times and reliable 
operation across the home.

Smart Modules for Legacy Infrastructure

Compact behind-the-switch wireless modules 
allow conventional lighting and fan circuits 
to be converted into smart, app-controlled 
systems without altering existing wiring. 
Compatible with any switch brand, these 
modules are particularly well suited for 
apartments, rental properties, and phased 
automation upgrades where infrastructure 
limitations are common.

Battery-Powered Sensors & Edge Intelligence

TIS offers a range of battery-operated motion 
and environmental sensors that monitor 
parameters such as occupancy, ambient 
light, temperature, humidity, and air quality. 
These zero-wiring sensors enable intelligent 
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automation logic—triggering lighting, climate 
control, and security responses—while 
maintaining clean interiors and installation 
flexibility.

Plug-and-Play Device Automation

Smart plugs and power outlets extend 
automation to standalone appliances, 
offering remote control, energy monitoring, 
and integrated safety features such as 
overload protection. This layer of device-
level intelligence enables granular energy 
management without changes to core 
electrical systems.

Wireless Curtain & Blind Automation

Retrofit-friendly curtain and blind motors 
allow existing window treatments to be 
automated without structural changes. Quiet 
operation and precise control ensure seamless 
integration into larger lighting and scene-
based automation workflows.

Wired BUS Systems for High-Performance 
Projects

For new constructions, villas, hospitality 
projects, and large commercial installations, 

TIS offers a wired BUS-based automation 
system engineered for maximum stability 
and long-term scalability. Wired infrastructure 
ensures interference-free communication, 
consistent latency, and professional-grade 
integration across lighting, HVAC, security, 
and building management systems.

Hybrid Architecture: The TIS Advantage

What differentiates TIS Smart Control is its 
ability to unify wired and wireless systems 
within a single automation ecosystem. 
Projects can deploy wired automation where 
reliability and scale are critical, while using 
wireless solutions for retrofit zones or future 
expansion. This hybrid approach delivers cost 
efficiency, design flexibility, and long-term 
future readiness.

Unified Software & Voice Integration

All TIS automation solutions are managed 
through a single mobile application and 
support leading voice ecosystems including 
Alexa, Google Assistant, and Siri Shortcuts—
ensuring a consistent user experience 
regardless of the underlying system 
architecture.

SMART HOME WORLD | DECEMBER 2025 | 67



One of the most significant impacts of 
this latest update to the Crestron Home® 
OS is the expanded control over shading. 
Crestron’s residential team has been focused 
on improving and refining the overall lighting 
and shading experience in the connected 
home, and this update marks a major step in 
that evolution.

“The history of architecture is also the history 
of windows,” is a quote attributed to Le 
Corbusier, a pioneer of modern buildings. The 
impact of natural light on an overall lighting 
scheme can’t be overstated — it’s integral 
to creating a warm, welcoming home, and 
shading is a massive part of the equation. 
Balancing sunshine and electric illumination, 
while preserving privacy for those inside the 
home, means that the right shading control is 
vital.
That’s why this update to the Crestron Home 
OS sees a change in the home screen that 
puts shade control front and center. A new, 
dedicated Shading tile on the home screen 
gives homeowners instant access to every 
shade in the house. “Essentially, the big 

change is that shading control now works 
like lighting control,” says Michael Short, 
Crestron’s VP of marketing operations and 
residential. “Previously, you could only view 
and adjust shades room by room, which felt 
limiting for homeowners with larger or open-
concept spaces. The update brings all the 
shades into a single, unified view right from 
the home screen, making them easy to access 
and control at a glance.”

Crestron Home OS 4.8 with Latest Update

NEWS
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Aqara has started rolling out Siri voice control 
and AirPlay integration to its Panel Hub S1 
Plus, following an earlier announcement 
made at IFA this year. The update, first spotted 
by a Reddit user in the SEA/ME region, brings 
the device in line with features previously 
enabled on products like Ecobee’s Thermostat 
Premium.

Although Aqara initially stated the firmware 
was still pending, the wider rollout now 
appears to be underway, beginning with 
EU users. The new firmware version, 4.5.1, is 
updating devices from the earlier 4.3.1 release.
With the update, the S1 Plus can respond 
to “Hey Siri” commands through its built-in 
microphones. The panel hub captures the 

Today Dolby Laboratories, 
a leader in immersive 
entertainment experiences, 
and LG Electronics (LG) unveiled 
the LG Sound Suite, a modular 
home audio system featuring 
the H7 soundbar, the world’s 
first soundbar powered by 
Dolby Atmos FlexConnect. This 
launch extends Dolby Atmos 
FlexConnect into a completely 
new category of audio devices 
and gives consumers new ways 
to tailor their home audio system, 
marking a major milestone in 
home entertainment.

Alongside LG Sound Suite, LG will support 
Dolby Atmos FlexConnect across its latest 
lineup of premium TVs, unlocking even more 
ways to enjoy Dolby Atmos—including select 
2025 models through a future software update. 
In its simplest implementation, Dolby Atmos 
FlexConnect allows consumers to connect 
wireless speakers to their TV and place them 
in locations that fit the décor and layout of 
the room. The system can expand over time 
simply add additional speakers or a soundbar 

voice request and relays it to a HomePod or 
HomePod mini for processing, with responses 
played back through the hub’s speaker.

The rollout is expected to continue gradually 
across regions as Aqara expands support for 
the new firmware.

as your audio needs grow. 

For years, creating a premium home audio 
system meant dealing with complicated wiring, 
precise speaker placement, and compatibility 
headaches. Dolby Atmos FlexConnect 
changes all that. It delivers the most seamless 
way to bring immersive Dolby Atmos sound to 
your favorite big screen, intelligently tuned for 
your personal listening environment with no 
technical expertise required. 

Aqara Rolls Out Siri and AirPlay Support for Panel Hub S1 Plus

Dolby and LG Launch World’s First Dolby Atmos 
FlexConnect Soundbar
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Nice, a global leader in Home and Business 
Management solutions, announced the 
availability of its new next-generation 
surveillance camera lineup, engineered to 
provide sharper resolution, enhanced night 
vision, and powerful onboard analytics. 

Designed for both residential and commercial 
environments, the updated portfolio gives 
owners greater peace of mind and empowers 
integrators with a more unified, efficient, and 
intelligent approach to system design.

Delivering a significant leap forward in clarity 
and performance, the new Nice cameras 
integrate seamlessly with the Nice ELAN 
OS ecosystem, enabling users to view live 
or recorded footage from a single app, 
simplifying daily use and increasing system 
reliability. With 4MP, 8MP, and a 4MP PTZ 
model available, the line provides versatile 
options for every application, from wide-angle 
general coverage to smart deterrence and 
precision tracking. 

The enhanced night vision capabilities leverage 

next-generation AI-ISP image processing 
to improve sharpness, reduce motion blur, 
and deliver detailed color visibility in low-
light environments. Equipped with Adaptive 
Night Color imaging, which turns on white 
light when a person, or optionally a vehicle, is 
detected then switches back to IR minimizing 
light pollution. 

When paired with the new ELAN OS 9, the 
cameras become part of a significantly more 
powerful surveillance solution. ELAN OS 9 
introduces expanded support for the full next-
generation camera lineup, including NVR 
audio recording, playback and expert tools, 
and new time-lapse and video summary 
features that help users jump directly to key 
events. The update also unlocks real-time 
full-duplex audio between the cameras and 
any Viewer endpoint–ITP touch panels, HR40 
remotes, or mobile and desktop apps. A 
redesigned surveillance interface delivers a 
modern, intuitive layout that makes it easier 
than ever to navigate footage, spotlight 
important views, and stay aware of critical 
activity across the property.

Nice Announces Next-Generation 
Surveillance Cameras
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